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CHARLEY PARISH MILLENNIUM MAP 2000

Introduction
THE CIVIL PARISH OF CHARLEY, NORTH WEST LEICESTERSHIRE
This booklet and the Parish Map to which it refers, was produced as a Millennium 2000 project by
the Charley Heritage Group which was formed in February 1999. The members of the Heritage
Group are all residents of Charley Parish and wished to make a record of this part of Leicestershire
which is, in their minds, the most beautiful and unspoilt area of the county. An Awards-for-All
grant of £2,000 enabled the project to get off the ground.
Charley is an unfamiliar name to most people because of the practice of referring to the whole area
as Charnwood Forest although Woodhouse and Newtown Linford are recognised as specific places
within Charnwood Forest. But Charley is also an entity in its own right, has been for many
hundreds of years, and has to a large extent resisted the encroachment of neighbouring towns and
industries. Many thousands of visitors are attracted each year to Charley who perhaps do not
know or see what is of interest in the Parish. The Map attempts to provide a visual, artistic
representation of a Parish which is mainly agricultural and indicates the tenants & landowners at
the turn of the twentieth century.
The border in red ink on the Map gives a few of the field names and it is interesting to note that
nearly all the fields in the Parish have long-standing names or have been named as a result of this
project. The black and white illustrations are of houses, places and events which the Heritage
Group considered truly representative of the past and present times in this small parish. The map
references accompanying the illustrations refer to the piece of land on the map where the
house/event is located. Mount St Bernard Abbey, coloured dark green, is Map Reference 1 and the
numbering continues in an anti-clockwise direction. Flora and fauna found within the Parish are
depicted in the water colours. The texts in this booklet refer to the pen and ink sketches and
commence after the coats of arms of St. James the Greater Church and proceed in a similar
anti-clock-wise manner around the border. Additional texts are included at the end which have no
illustration but are worthy of mention.
There is no intention for this booklet to be an historical document but merely to give a brief
description of the chosen places of interest in Charley Parish and many sources, published and
unpublished, have been drawn on to obtain information. If this has been used verbatim, then it is
acknowledged; other texts have been researched and prepared by various members of the group
or adapted from information given to the group. The responsibility for accuracy is the Group's and
we ask the readers' tolerance for any errors and omissions
Technical help and advice have been obtained from a number of sources and to these we are most
grateful;. Particularly we would mention Mary Chesterton of the Marlene Reid Centre, Coalville,
for her involvement at the start of the group and guiding us through the complexities of applying
for grants and the staff at Phoenix Photo Litho plc, Leicester who copied the map and were so patient with our amateur questions.
Charley Heritage Group
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A Brief History
Charley is mentioned in the Domesday Book as Cernelega, meaning ‘a rocky
field’ as opposed to ‘Cernewoda’ rocky wood' and was stated to contain four
ploughlands belonging to Hugh Lupus, the Earl of Chester, who was a
nephew of William the Conqueror. Later, Potter describes it as “a large tract
of land, about ten miles in length and six in breadth; in form somewhat
square, and a hard and barren soil, full of hills, woods, rocks of stone, torres,
and dells of a kind of slate”.
An Act of Enclosure for Charnwood Forest was passed in 1808 but did not
come into effect until 1829 because of the difficulties in apportioning the land
which was said to have distinctive hedges in the valleys and walled in stone
by the ridges. There were 11,000 acres to be divided by the Enclosure Commissioners and some 3,800 claims for land. In 1828, after land set aside for three
churches, quarries and ‘in common’ sheep washing places, the Award gave
939 acres to the Earl of Stamford and Mr. March Phillips received 642 acres.
These were the most substantial Awards given in this area.
“The Wastes of Charley” as it was known, was an extra-parochial area, meaning that it was outside the jurisdiction of any ecclesiastical parish and, therefore, paid no church or poor rates. All extra~parochia1 areas were
incorporated into Civil Parishes under the Local Government Act of 1894 and
so the Civil Parish of Charley came into being. The first Parish Meeting was
held in the Oaks School on December 4th 1894 and the Rev. John Martin of
Charley Hall was elected Chairman of the Parish Meeting for the year.
After several boundary changes details of which seem not to have been
retained locally, the Parish now consists of 1323.258 hectares (3269.8 acres)
and has seventy five dwellings dispersed around the area with 160 electors of
whom some thirty plus are monks at the Abbey of Mount St. Bernard.
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Coats of Arms
Top Left

St James the Greater Church
Oaks in Charnwood

Top Right

St Peters Church
Copt Oak

Lower Left

The Abbey of Mount St Bernard
Charley

Lower Right

Charley Priory
Ancient Charley
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The Bomb Rocks
Map Reference 2

“Among the most striking features in the Charnwood Lodge Reserve
are the prominent Precambrian rock outcrops which protrude
through the surrounding marl and other Triassic deposits. These
outcrops include the famous ‘bomb rocks’ - porphyroid ‘bombs’
buried in the agglomerate rock-which attract attention from geologists nationwide, and have led to the reserve being scheduled as a
Geological Site of Special Scientific Interest.”
From the Nature Reserves Guide of The Leicestershire and Rutland
Wildlife Trust.
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Songster
Map Reference 9

Songster was one of only two horses to return from the First World War. He was a golden chestnut
and was born and bred in Leicestershire. At the outbreak of World Ward 1 he was offered for service
in the Yeomanry but was refused as being too old though he was accepted on the second phase. He
was ridden by Trooper Maine of the Leicestershire Yeomanry in the Third Hussars, known as Prince
Albert's Own Yeomanry and soon acquired a reputation throughout the Yeomanry for exceptional
courage. Songster came under heavy bombardment on the Western Front but managed to free
himself and returned to his Regiment the next morning. On many occasions he escaped injury and
was awarded the Star of the Great War and two Territorial decorations. It is said that once when
Trooper Maine had fallen and was in danger of injury, Songster straddled him protectively until he
could remount.
In 1935 Songster was bought by Sgt. Major Harry Poole of Whittle Hill who used him to deliver
milk, ride about the area, and he also rode him with the Quom Hunt which Songster enjoyed so
much that on one occasion when the Hunt was passing and Songster was in a field with a six foot
wall, he cleared the wall and followed the Hunt riderless. He died at the grand old age of 40 and
the headline of a local newspaper read:

Oldest, most famous war-horse dead at 40
The horse was buried in Charley with his ribbons and medals, reputedly with a white cross over his
grave and when Harry Poole died, his ashes were spread over Songster’s grave.
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Mount St Bernard Abbey
Map Reference 1

The Abbey of Our Lady of Mount St Bernard, the only Cistercian abbey
in England, was founded in 1835 on land given by Ambrose de Lisle of
Grace Dieu. Under its first abbot, Bernard Palmer, a man noted for the
outstanding holiness of his life (and, incidentally, the first English mitred
abbot since the Reformation), a permanent monastery designed by A.W.
Pugin was opened in 1844. The buildings and the sight of the monastic
life being fully and openly lived - unique in England at that time - drew
many thousands of visitors. Some, like Wordsworth, Gladstone, Florence
Nightingale, Newman and Manning, were famous; others were poor and
in need of help, including thousands needing food and shelter after the
great Irish Famine in the 1840s.
The monastery flourished for most of the nineteenth century. Its numbers,
in decline at the beginning of the twentieth century, began to increase
again in the 1930s since when the latter history of Mount St Bernard has
been momentous: the Church completed (and consecrated in 1945); a
new monastery (Our Lady of Bamenda) founded in Africa; an abbot,
Dom Ambrose Southey, elected in 1974 as Abbot-General of the Order
and its first Nigerian monk, Father Cyprian Tansi beatified in 1998.
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Drybrook Farm Barns
Map Reference 21

The very impressive agricultural barns at Drybrook were probably
erected, like the farmhouse, about 1844 and are of great solidity and
beauty. They give a monastic look to the farm which is appropriate
in view of its proximity to Mount St Bernard Abbey. It is believed
that there is only one other barn like this, which is in Scotland. The
barns were re-roofed in 1965 after losing their original tiles in a gale.
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Charnwood Lodge
Map Reference 18

Charnwood Lodge was built by Thomas Gisbourne M.P. in the 1840’s on the land he
purchased from the Enclosure Commissioners in 1810. He soon acquired the reputation of
an excellent farmer who used “the most modern system of agriculture”. The house was
built of buff brick and stood in beautiful grounds. These were planted with thousands of
spring bulbs by Shirley William Clarke who owned the estate in the early part of the
twentieth century. On the death of his sister, the house and estate was bequeathed to the
Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust who demolished the house in the 1980’s.
The Reserve is open to Trust members by permit and comprises heathland, grassland and
mixed woodlands of oak, pine, spruce and sycamore with some marshy areas and a small
reservoir as well as Precambrian rock outcrops which include the ‘bomb rocks’ featured
elsewhere in this booklet. Most of the Reserve is now listed as a Site of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI) and is world famous for its geological interest and its rare species of flora.
A cottage at the western end of Collier Hill is used as a small field station by the Geology
and Zoology Departments of Leicester University and earthquakes occurring all around
the world are recorded by a seismology unit.
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Louela Loft
Map Reference 13

Louella Pigeon World was established by Louis Massarella in the late 1950s and became
world famous as a prestigious stud of pedigree racing pigeons. Louis Massarella
attributes his success to his policy of buying top national and international winning
birds and breeding these in with his own racers. Pigeon World ultimately owned the
world’s most expensive racing pigeon. It was named Invincible Spirit and was the
winner of the Barcelona International Race and cost the Pigeon World today’s equivalent of £127,000. Birds are bought and sold all over the world and some famous owners
include Her Majesty the Queen and His Royal Highness Prince A.A.Faisal of Saudi
Arabia.
The Massarella family also run the Louella Stud, one of the biggest National Hunt Yards
in the United Kingdom and have achieved a national record of awards in the National
Light Horse Breeding Society.
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Abbey Lodge
Map Reference 1

Abbey Lodge is a Grade 11 Listed Building and has a plaque dating it to 1856.
This gives rise to the possibility that it was designed or completed by E.W. Pugin,
(son of the illustrious A.W. Pugin who died in 1852) who was involved with
extensions to Mount St Bernard Abbey at that time. The house has a beautiful
ornamental tiled roof, a pair of flanking granite chimneys and the door and
ground floor windows each have an arch of chamfered stone and a Tudor
hoodmould.
The gable-end of the house which faces the road has a small niche which holds a
statue of St. Philip Neri.
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One Barrow Lodge
Map Reference 20

One Barrow Lodge was built as a hunting lodge by the architect
Mr. Kirkby Fenton and was sold into the Garendon Estate in 1871.
The Dowager Mrs. DeLisle lived there in 1881 until her death in
1896 and her youngest son is recorded as making silage there in
1888. The gardens had a gravity fed fountain and the house was
large, with twelve bedrooms, a ballroom, butler’s pantry, top
kitchen, breakfast room, dining room etc. Mr. Bill Stanley moved
into the house in 1926 and lived there for about ten years and the
last tenant was Mr. Leo Tolley who left in about 1995. The house
was demolished after being severely vandalised.

PAGE 13

CHARLEY PARISH MILLENNIUM MAP 2000

Blackbrook Reservoir
Map Reference 23

The Blackbrook has its source at approximately 600 feet above sea level just within the eastern
boundaries of Charley Parish. As it flows through the picturesque Vale of Charley on its way
to the Blackbrook Reservoir it forms the boundary with the Shepshed Parish.
The present reservoir has just over half its surface area within the parish (250,000,000 gallons
approx.), the parish boundary running through the middle of the reservoir! The reservoir was
created in 1905 when the Loughborough Corporation had a concrete and stone dam constructed across the valley to store water for the growing population of Loughborough. (It is
ironic to think that even today there are people in Charley Parish who still do not have Town
Water but rely on either well or spring water for their needs).
Back in 1796 an attempt was made under the Leicester Navigation Act to form a reservoir by
constructing an earth dam on the site of the present one. It was planned that this reservoir
would supply water to the (ill-fated) Forest Canal which was to carry coal from the Coleorton
area mines to Loughborough and then on to Leicester. Unfortunately, following a wet winter
in 1799 over the catchment area of the Blackbrook, the dam burst causing extensive floods to
thousands of acres in the Shepshed and Dishley area.
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St Peter’s, Copt Oak
St Peter's Church at Copt Oak, though not within the boundary of the Civil Parish of Charley,
is featured in this map because it is included in the parish of St James the Greater Church at
Oaks in Charnwood. St Peter's was built in 1836-37 and the architect was William Railton
who also built Nelson's column, designed Beaumanor Hall, Gracedieu Manor and the original Mount St Bernard Abbey building. The church was extended in 1889 by Ewan Christian
and is constructed of Charnwood granite. It consists of Nave with Chancel and West Tower.
The interior has a wooden single hammer beam roof, whilst the chancel has a Minton tiled
floor and the reredos is faced with pink marble. A peal of six bells was installed by John
Taylor of Loughborough in 1889. The east window is a memorial to the twenty-one men from
the parish who gave their lives in two world wars.
Whilst Railton was building Copt Oak church he was also building the church at Woodhouse
Eaves. These two churches shared their first incumbent, the Rev. R.W. Close. Copt Oak
stayed with Woodhouse Eaves until 1860 when it was joined to Oaks in Charnwood as a
‘consolidated chapelry’.
St Peter's as a Parish was created in 1865 and continued with a shared incumbent until 1911
when the Rev. H.K. Bros became the first exclusive priest. The wheel turned full circle in 1979
when Copt Oak was again joined in plurality with Oaks in Charnwood.
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Birch Hill
Map Reference 05

Birch Hill Cottage was built by the Beaumanor Estate in the mid 19th century. In 1934 it was
bought by Shirley William Clarke and became part of the Clarke Estate until 1974 when the
Estate was sold and Birch Hill Cottage, together with its neighbouring woodland was bought
by Dave Poole.
As there was no mains electricity, Dave installed a wind turbine to generate power. This
sparked a lasting interest in renewable energy and conservation. He put theory into practice
when restoring Birch Hill Cottage and used seasoned fallen oak from Birch Hil1 and incorporated masses of insulation throughout. Under floor heating is powered by the wind turbine.
As well as oaks and birches, mature beech trees, hollies, rowans and yews cover the 30 acre
granite hilltop; the summit being 830 feet above sea level.
During the summer months school children of all ages are invited to Birch Hill where they
enjoy a woodland environment whilst being creative. The woodland crafts range from simple
woodland jewellery to wood turning with a pole lathe. The adults meanwhile, get the
barbecue going using home-made charcoal (a "burn" takes place about twice a year). The
Poole’s enjoy sharing their environment and keep things non-commercial, so giving the place
a nice ‘vibe’.
The summer play-schemes and the woodland management are run by volunteers and donations. Birch Hill is not generally open to the public but working week-ends are run occasionally providing participants with great fun and always include good music and a tasty stew
around a blazing camp-fire.
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Beacon Energy
Map Reference 33

Beacon Energy was founded in the 1990's by Tony Marmont in 200-year-old farm buildings
at his home at Whittle Hill. He converted the buildings to be a showpiece of renewable
energy and sustainable systems. The consumption of power at the offices and his home is
34% less than that of the average consumption by buildings in the UK. In 1987 he had
installed two small wind turbines at his farm and these were replaced in 1992 by two 25kw
wind turbines for greater efficiency.
The Midlands Renewable Energy Technology Transfer (MRETT) was founded by Professor
Marmont in 1996 and this company collects and disseminates technology described in
unpublished thesis and doctorate work undertaken in local universities. This data base
enables companies to have access to university research and facilitates the technology transfer from research to industry and thus is an important contribution to the field of energy
conservation.
Beacon Energy hosts public open days during the year and these are advertised in the press.
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Beam Bender
Map Reference 1

In 1940 civilian technicians discovered that the Germans were using a radio signal guidance
system code-named Knickebein (coded Headache to the British) to direct night bombers onto a
target. This system enabled bombing raids to be made on specific targets without the need
for highly trained navigators and even when thick cloud covered the target. The civilians and
others experienced in wireless operation were incorporated into the Royal Air Force and,
with other RAF personnel, became officially designated “80 Wing” with their Headquarters
at Radlett, Hertfordshire.
A jamming system was devised which located the exact frequency of the German beams and
transmitted a continuous note within the flight path area in such a strength that it swamped
the German signals and disorientated the bombers’ designated flight paths. Hence the folk
usage of the term Beam Bender.
One of these jamming stations was in St. Joseph’s Field in Charley Parish and four roofless,
reinforced brick and concrete shelters were built to house the jamming equipment which
were of the Aspirin, Bromide and Benjamin types. Only one of these structures remains.
Thanks to Ken Nicholls for first-hand information.
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St Joseph’s House
Map Reference 1

St Joseph’s Cottage is shown in its entirety on a map of 1864 though its many obvious
additions and alterations suggest that it was built at an earlier date. Part of the house is of
granite, the rest of narrow brick, now mainly rendered.
The house was mentioned in an article entitled Out of the World, attributed to Charles Dickens.
It is an account of a Christmas visit to Mount St Bernard Abbey and was published in 1859.
He leaves Loughborough and says:
I begin to grow a little more romantic when we turn out of the main road and
proceed along what is little better than a bridle path; worn by long-continued rain
and intersected by deep ruts; high on either side rise green banks topped with a few
scattered shrubs bending mournfully in the wind which now blows across the
dreary landscape in fitful gusts.
Twilight has deepened into dark when, on gaining the brow of a hill, my conductor
points out to me a building known as St Joseph’s house and used for the reception
of guests when, as is occasionally the case, the monastery is filled.
The authorship has been questioned and is now acknowledged to have been written by
Edmund Yates and published in 1859 in one of Dickens’s magazines.
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The Oaks Vicarage
Map Reference 34

The Oaks Vicarage was erected in 1853 and is built entirely from stone quarried in its
grounds and money to fund the building was raised by a subscription list organised by
Ashby Solicitor Edward Mortimer Green, then resident at Charnwood Lodge.
Vicars instituted at The Oaks Church:
1817
1818-1851
1852
1856
1879
1911
1929-1949
1950-1953
1956
1967-71
1971-1980
1981-2000

Revd. J. Bull (Curate)
Revd. Matthew Drake Babington (Curate)
Revd. E. Griffiths
Revd. John Foster
Revd. William Taggart
Revd. Alfred Hott
Revd. A.C. Holden
Revd. Eric C. Parker
Revd. Aubrey Cound
Revd. A. T. Green
Revd. Raymond Snowsnell
Revd. Gerald Paddock RIP
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The Hunt
It is safe to assume that the hills and valleys of the Parish of Charley have been ‘hunted’ by man
throughout history. Firstly he hunted for survival as a hunter-gatherer. Then, as he started to settle
and cultivate his own food he would have to cull and finally eradicate certain species which were
eating his crops.
By the time of the Norman Conquest it could be said that man started to hunt with dogs for
‘pleasure and sport’. This Norman sport, like hunting today, was controlled by the landed class
and their retinue.
The implementation of the Manorial system and the hunting by their Lordships caused to be built
what was possibly the first man-made scar across the Parish, the Earls’ Dyke. This ditch and pale
construction was formed to contain within their respective Manorial areas, the beasts of the chase
of Garendon and Beaumanor.
As the land use in the area changed so did the form of hunting. Slowly at first during the early
medieval period but by the seventeenth century the hunting of deer was in decline and the wild
boar, wolf and beaver had long gone. Not to be deprived of their sport the gentry set up packs of
hounds solely to hunt the wily, born survivor, the fox.
The history of the Quom Hunt, in whose Tuesday country the Parish now lies, started to gain its
world wide reputation under the ‘Father of Modern Hunting’ Hugo Meynell, the Master between
the seasons 1753/54 to 1799/1800. To date the Quorn and blood sports have survived the changes
in land use and public opinion. Will the start of this Millennium see the end of an institution which
began at the beginning of the last and will alternative methods of control mean a more humane
end for the fox?
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Charley Hall
Map Reference 14

Charley Hall stands on. the site of a twelfth century Priory which was
founded in the reign of Henry 11 by Robert Blanchmains, Earl of Leicester.
First mention of the house occurs in 1190 when it was given to the Norman
Abbey of St Evroul, Orne. In 1220 the house was described as a hermitage
occupied by three hermit friars, probably subject to no definite Rule. Later it
became an Augustinian Priory with priors appointed from other houses of
that Order. The Victoria History of the Counties of England (Vol. l) tells that
the prior and one of the canons were accused of robbery in 1285 and a later
prior was neglecting the upkeep of the house and spending too much time in
taverns. A Bishop’s Inquiry was ordered but the results are not known
though the prior resigned shortly afterwards. In 1465 the Priory was united
with Ulverscroft Priory.
The present Hall is set amidst ridge and furrow fields, and other earthworks
have been identified as a large circular dovecote which was still standing in
1702 when a plan of the estate was drawn.
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Scout Camp
Map Reference 16

The Scout Camp owes its existence to the generosity of Mr. Shirley William Clarke who lived
at Charnwood Lodge in the early part of the twentieth century. Mr. Clarke was Vice President
of the Leicestershire Boy Scouts Association for many years and he adapted an old farm
building at the Mires to accommodate the 30th Leicester Scottish Scouts for their summer
camp. The sound of bagpipes could often be heard floating across the Vale of Charley. This
troop was unable to re-form after the Second World War and the Scout Hut fell into disrepair.
In 1945 Lol Bowler became leader of the Oaks Troop and asked Mr. Clarke if the troop could
take over the old premises. Permission was readily given with certain provisos to maintain
the site and buildings in good order. Generously, Mr. Clarke gave the scouts free access to his
estate for their badge work etc and always displayed his interest in their activities.
On Mr. Clarke's death in the 1960s the estate passed to his sister, Clarissa Clarke, who, on her
death in 1968, bequeathed the stone hut and crew yard to the Loughborough District Scouts
with the option to buy the ten acre field and nine acre wood. This was done and the scout
camp flourishes today and accommodates some 6,000 scouts and cubs each year.
A significant annual feature of scout life was the Oaks Palm Sunday Parade which occurred
from 1933 until it was discontinued in 1982.
Information taken from the notes of Lol Bowler.
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The Reformatory
Map Reference 1

St Mary’s Agricultural Colony, also known as The Reformatory, was opened in 1856
under the auspices of Abbot Burder at Mount St Bernard Abbey. Concern for the
welfare of juveniles convicted of crime - often minor crime - resulted in a nationallyfunded vision to reform the youngsters and help them to embark on new, law-abiding
lives. The Reformatory was housed in the old monastic buildings, redundant after the
move into the Pugin designed monastery in 1844. It was one of the largest in the
country and at times housed some 300 Roman Catholic boys, aged between 10 and 17.
They came from all parts of the country, having been committed for periods of up to
five years.
The inmates were hired out as labour to neighbouring farmers and also worked the
land in the vicinity of the Abbey as well as being taught the trades of carpentry, shoe
making etc. Emphasis was placed on a strong but caring discipline, religious instruction and the ethics of hard physical work. There were some periods of relative stability
but others when the boys rioted and ran amok in the surrounding countryside.
Control of the Reformatory passed from the monks to other agencies and it was
eventually closed in 1881. The last of the buildings were demolished in the 1990s.
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The Longhorns
Map Reference 22

The Longhorn breed of cattle has recently been re-introduced into the Charnwood landscape. These magnificent, gentle beasts with long, sweeping horns can be seen grazing
the pastures of the Vale of Charley.
It could be argued that no other breed of cattle is more fitting to represent the bovine race
on Charley Parish Millennium Map. The blood line of the present day Longhorn cattle
can be traced back through history. Their long-homed ancestors are recorded as being the
most numerous type of cattle back in medieval times. These forebears were multi-purpose animals being kept for milk (rich in butterfat), meat, hides, horn (made into buttons,
combs, knife handles etc) as well as being used as draught animals pulling ploughs and
carts.
It is therefore safe to assume that these long-homed cattle played no small part in the
changes that have taken place over the centuries to the landscape and land use of the
Parish of Charley and the surrounding areas.
It may be only fair to record that the Parish had until recently yet another old and
endangered breed of cattle within its boundaries at Bess Baggley Farm, the Dair Shorthorn. This specialised breed only started to influence the economy and way of life in the
Parish in the middle of the 1800's following the Inclosure of the Forest and the formation
of dairy herds to provide milk for the increasing population of the surrounding areas
caused by the Industrial Revolution.
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The Hanging Stone
Map Reference 2

The Hanging Stone stands at the foot of Flat Hill where evidence of early occupation has
recently been found.
A Quern or an Iron Age hand corn grinding stone, found by a farm worker in 1841 on the
nearby Kite Hill, led Potter in his book “The History and Antiquities of Charnwood
Forest” to believe that the Hanging Stone may have been a Druidical monument. He
further advanced this theory by citing that the Druids in other parts of the country had
used unusual rock formations as locations for their rituals.
Potter stated that he had been told by an “old forester” that this striking feature was a
place “I take care never to be near it after twilight has begun” and that “Mr Gisborne`s
Scotch cattle always gaze on it with wonder!” when they first arrive on his land,
suggesting that the Hanging Stone has an air of the supernatural about it.
We are indebted to the late Mr B Knight (who prior to his retirement, farmed at Lub
Cloud Farm) for informing the Charley Heritage Group that we had, in our first edition
of this booklet, incorrectly linked the Legend of the Hangmans Stone to the Hanging
Stone. The Hangmans Stone, as Mr Knight points out, is situated outside the Parish of
Charley on a ridge running between Lub Cloud and Ives Head.
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Whittle Hill
Map Reference 9

Whittle Hill is perhaps world famous for the whetstones quarried there during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The stones were finished by steam machinery into joiners’
stones, gouge slips, penknife and razor stones and circular discs. Colonel R.E. Martin, one
time owner of Charley Hall, remembers when he was a boy of ten or eleven years old and
having his first formal lessons in carpentry at a private school in Wensleydale, North West
Yorkshire. The joiner who was instructing him had a sharpening stone of which he was very
proud. “I got that a good many years ago”, he said, “from a pedlar who used to come round
selling them. He called them Charley Forest Stones, and they are the very best I know of.” The
young Martin felt a glow of patriotic pride at this testimonial to a Leicestershire product the Whittle Hill whetstone.
John Brooks, grandfather of Michael Froggatt, was a joiner and carpenter and used to go up
lo Whittle Hill to choose his own sharpening stones for his chisels and plane blades - the
finest you could get.
During the seventeenth century Whittle Hill was the site of a fairly large rabbit warren
owned by the Herrick family of the Manor of Beaumanor. The presence of such warrens
were not popular with local people mainly because of the way they were expanded in size
and the tendency of the rabbits to escape and damage crops. Such was the situation at
Whittle Hill in 1748 when the local people, frustrated by the lack of success in discussions
with the Herricks, gathered a mob together at Charley Knoll and moved over to Whittle Hill
where they caused damage and destruction to the warrens. But not without cost; the fight
with the Warrener and his men resulted in one man being fatally injured and several rioters
arrested.
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The Oaks School
Map Reference 34

The Oaks School started life as a Sunday School in a twelve foot square
room at the foot of the Church tower and in 1848 there were twelve pupils
rising to over forty by 1850. Subscriptions were raised from many eminent
people to build a new school, the cost being under £100. In 1851 it became
a Public Elementary School for boys and girls until it closed in 1953 and
became a private residence.
The last school service was held in the church on 21st December 1950 and
the six remaining children were presented with a prayer book as a memorial of the last day of Charley Oaks School.
From An Illustrated Guide to St. James the Greater Church
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Roman Pot
Map Reference 1

On June 2nd 1840, Brother John Patrick McDanell and Lay Brother William
Hickin of Mount St. Bernard Abbey were ploughing in a field known as
Bottom Watchley on the Abbey estate when their plough unearthed an urn
containing coins said to number between 1500 and 2000. The coins were
eventually identified as being of Roman origin from the time of Gallienus
and Tetricus I in the third century AD.
What remains of the horde is now kept at the Newarke Houses Museum in
Leicester.
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The Oaks Fair
Map Reference 27

The Church Fair began in about 1928 or 1930 and was held in the Vicarage Field. In 1965
£324 was raised and, in addition, the Vicar’s appeal raised £194 - impressive sums for
those days. Among the attractions were the Scouts, skittles, Punch and Judy, the Loughborough Prize Band and farming contractors from Copt Oak but the main feature was
the opening ceremony which was held at 3pm and nothing was sold before this. Many
notable people have performed the opening ceremony including the Duchess of Rutland,
Henry Coltman, Lord Crawshaw, Ted Moult, Fred Mee, Sir Andrew Martin and Frank
and Mary Robson. The Vicar, Mr. Aubrey Cound, and Bill Stanley were putting up the
bunting one year when a fellow came along and was asked to help. He did so and helped
annually for many years - Mr. Tom Boulton - and the Vicar always said that “when that
old b......’s here, it never rains”.
The fair was more of a social occasion with not so much emphasis on money raising. Tea
in the Vicarage was laid out in grand style for the opener, with the silver tea-pot etc.
About a week before the fair, Aubrey Cound would go round all the shops and factories
in Shepshed to get freebies. John and Mary Storer put in a tremendous amount of work
right from the beginnings of the fair.
More recent fairs have been large events with dog shows, horse shows, exhibitions and
displays of all descriptions and many stalls with emphasis on raising funds. The fairs are
extremely well attended by people from all over Leicestershire and require the attendance of the Police to help to regulate the traffic.
Thanks to Mr. Bill Stanley
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Abbey Grange
Map Reference 1

Abbey Grange is a nineteenth century building whose stonework indicates
the later addition of a third storey. Even without this addition, The Towers,
as it was known in the early days, was one of the larger houses in Charley
and electoral records show that Mrs. Emma Haydock lived there with staff
from 1897 to 1927. Its name changed to The Belfry and it had various uses
from public house to restaurant to country club.
Now known as Abbey Grange it is the home to several young people with
severe learning difficulties who are cared for within a family environment.
Abbey Grange has a capacity for twelve residents with a total of fifteen staff.
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The Oaks Church
Map Reference 34

At the time of the Act of Enclosure in 1808 land was set aside for the building of
three churches for “the people of the Forest”. One of these was the Oaks Chapel
of Ease which was consecrated on the day of the Battle of Waterloo in 1815. It was
known in the early days as "The Chapel in the Wilderness". The Ecclesiastical
Parish of Oaks in Charnwood came into being when it was formed in 1853 from
parts of the parishes of Newtown Linford, Shepshed, Whitwick and part of the
Consolidated Chapelry of Woodhouse Eaves.
Because the original roof was in a dangerous state, the church was completely
rebuilt in 1883 using stone quarried from the vicarage garden and was faced with
Derby stone. A chancel porch, an organ chamber and a ring of six bells were
added and the entire cost of this work was borne by Mrs. Perry Herrick of
Beaumanor, one of the Lords of the Manor at that time. The new church was
re-consecrated to St James the Greater.
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Colony Reservoir
Map Reference 18

The origins of the Colony Reservoir are unclear and there is no
large piece of water shown in the area of Charnwood Lodge on
the First Edition Ordnance Survey map of Leicester.
Some say it was dug by the boys of the Reformatory, or Colony
as it was known, but it is certain that water from the reservoir
was piped across the acres, across Abbey Road, to Bath Meadow
on the Monastery land to feed the ‘bath’ building which stood
in front of the Colony.
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Charley Mill Farm
Map Reference 4

Charley Mill is reputed to have been a working mill in the early years of the
1800’s and it is shown on the first Ordnance Survey map of 1835, Other
sources say that it was built after the Enclosure by Thomas Gisbourne who
was a lawyer from Derbyshire and a Member of Parliament. The siting of
the mill was perhaps unsuitable for it is said that it was impossible to get
enough water to it and so the mill never worked.
The old, narrow bricks and sash windows give some indication of its age.
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Swanimote
Map Reference 22

A section of Swanimote Road crosses the western end
of Charley Parish and its ancient name indicates the
location of an open-air court where manorial disputes
were settled in medieval times by the elders of the
manor. Another annual function of the court was to
allocate the rights for swineherds to feed their pigs in
the forest.
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Fr Cyprian
Blessed Cyprian Tansi

Michael Iwene Tansi was ordained priest in the Onitsha-Oweri Diocese of Nigeria on December
19th 1937 and he spent thirteen years working in the Diocese becoming well known for his
devotion and commitment to the people he served. Gradually a desire grew in him to establish
the monastic life in West Africa and eventually he was given permission by his Bishop to come
to England to study the contemplative life. He arrived at Mount St Bernard Abbey in July 1950.
Having accepted the monastic name of Cyprian, he spent thirteen years at Mount St Bernard
living a full monastic life with most of the day spent in complete silence. Illness gradually took
its toll and he suffered several years of poor health. He lived to see the foundation from Mount
St. Bernard of a Cistercian House in Bamenda in Cameroon after efforts to secure a site in
Nigeria had failed and in 1963, Father Cyprian was named as proposed Novice Master for the
new foundation but in January 1964 he died unexpectedly.
In response to requests from the Archbishop of Onitsha, one of the instigators of the Cause for
the Beatification of Father Cyprian, his remains were exhumed from his simple monastic grave
in September 1986 and returned to Nigeria. He was beatified by Pope John Paul II on 22nd
March 1998 in Nigeria.
In a sermon at Mount St Bernard Abbey on 28th March 1998, the Abbot, Dom John Moakler, said
of Father Cyprian:
His holiness was a hidden holiness. It was the holiness of an ordinary person
who lives his faith and his union with God at a level not apparent to others.
On 22nd August 1998, the Abbey of Mount St Bernard hosted a gathering of some 2000 visitors,
mainly Nigerians resident in England, who came
to celebrate the Beatification of “their Saint” Father
Cyprian Tansi earlier that year.
The principal celebrant of the Mass was Cardinal
Arinze who, in Nigeria, had been baptised by Father Michael Iwene Tansi as he was then known.
Also concelebrating was Bishop McGuinness of
Nottingham and the Abbot and community of
Mount St Bernard. It was a great day of celebration
and the colourful costumes of the Nigerians, many
adorned with pictures of Father Cyprian, brightened up the Charley landscape. A Nigerian choir
provided the music and the Offertory Procession
was in traditional Nigerian style as they danced
their way to the altar bearing gifts of every description
After a picnic lunch there was dancing by the various parish groups and the delight of all those
taking part - including the nuns - was truly infectious.
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Enclosure Act 1808
A map prepared in 1812 showing The Oaks Farm predating the Enclosure,
with enlarged inset ‘Smith of the Oaks’. (Staffordshire Record Office)
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The Earls’ Dyke
An Ancient Boundary

The Earls’ Dyke is said to have been constructed in about 1200 AD. From Snell’s Nook
to Wide-mere-pool near Abbot's Oak via Nanpantan and formed a boundary between
the Manors of Shepshed and Barrow. Most of it is said to have been formed with a bank
and a ditch on either side. Fortunately for this Millennium project the majority of the
remaining visible evidence lies entirely within the Parish of Charley. To trace the path
of this dyke, start by walking down the drive, known on old maps as Charley Lane, to
Charley Hall.
Evidence of earth work can be seen where the Blackbrook goes under the drive on the
right hand side just before Rock Farm. After Rock Farm buildings the line can be traced
in the next fields as a pronounced bank a few yards inside the field boundaries on the
right hand side. All trace of the dyke is lost as the cottages are reached until the next
field into which the footpath goes and some evidence can be seen approximately 40
yards to the right. Starting from the hedge and moving diagonally from right to left
towards the steep bank on the left it changes to a deep ravine cut into the hillside,
curving right and on up to Burrow Wood. Follow the footpath into the wood and the
dyke can then be traced as a deep dyke and bank-running-hill alongside the footpath
towards Charley Mill.
Traces of the dyke then become very vague but it may be that it turns right and goes
diagonally up towards Green Hill Farm to end this side of the road opposite Abbot's
Oak.
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