
 MINUTES (DRAFT) OF THE MEETING OF CHARLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD 

WEDNESDAY 11TH MARCH 2020 AT 7.30 P.M. IN THE OAKS STORER HALL 

Present:  Councillor Mrs Maureen Havers (Chairman); Mr Richard Bailey; Mrs Margaret Pitts; Mrs 

Jennifer Moore. 

The Clerk, Mr Brian Duncombe was unable to attend due to illness. The Council and residents 

present asked that their best wishes be sent to him and Mrs Duncombe. A get well card was signed 

by all present. 

There were five members of the public at the meeting. 

The Chairman asked that she be accepted as a Proper Officer  to conduct the meeting in the absence 

of the Clerk in accordance with  Standing Order  Number 15.  Agreed. 

Councillor Moore agreed to take notes for the meeting. 

14/2020 –APOLOGIES AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Mr Duncombe’s apology was accepted. An apology was received from the Police. No Declarations of 

Interest were registered. 

15/2020 – APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

It was moved that the Minutes of the meeting on January 1st 2020 be accepted with the minor 

change that the ‘Date of the Next Meeting’ had been, of necessity, changed from March 4th to March 

11th 2020. 

It was moved that the Minutes of the Planning Meeting of 19th February 2020 be accepted. 

Both proposals were accepted and the Chairman signed the Minutes as  true records. 

16/2020 –MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

Defibrillator  at Oaks Storer Hall; (6/2020) Mrs Hayward of the PCC wrote that all expenses relating 

to the installation of the defibrillator had been met; would Charley PC consider making a 

contribution to training residents in its use? Training is being given by the Shepshed First 

Responders. The Council cannot make a donation to them without the necessary application. 

Anyone interested in training to use the defibrillator should contact the PCC. 

 Resolved that a proposal to make a general donation to the PCC  for on-going use of the 

defibrillator be placed on the Agenda for the next meeting. 

Council Vacancy: (9/2020) Mr Perry had replied that he is not able to proceed further regarding the 

vacancy. 

17/2020 – POLICE REPORT 

An email had been received from the Police with an apology and details of attendance at minor 

incidents within the parish. A resident stated that a static caravan in the parish had been set on fire 



during February and asked if the Police had attended. Nothing  was known.  Resolved: to ask the 

Police for further information about this. 

18/2020 – PLANNING MATTERS 

WEST BEACON FARM  

A Pre-application consultation form had been received from Dulas in respect of a proposal  by Mr 

Marmont to build and operate a 820kW solar park at West  Beacon Farm. It would generate an 

expected 732 MWhr annually, equivalent to the annual domestic electricity requirements of approx 

222 homes and leading to a potential carbon offsetting associated with fossil fuels of 205 tonnes 

annually. 

The Council proposed  to reply to the consultation questions as follows: 

In principle do you support the use of renewable energy in the UK?   Yes 

Based on the information we have provided, do you feel that the proposed site at West Beacon Farm 

would be a good location for a solar park?   Yes 

Do you have any comments or concerns about the West Beacon Solar Park proposal? 

Resolved:  that the Council responds with a request that Mr Marmont or his representative be 

invited to present their proposal to a public meeting in Charley with additional input on how we 

could all be more energy efficient. 

19/20 –FINANCE 

Resolved that the following accounts be paid: 

Oliver Wardle  £28.13    computer work 

NWLDC   £100.19  election expenses 

2commune  £372.00  annual website fee. 

Statement for the Reserve Account;   £898.47 

No statement available for the Current Account. 

20/20 OPEN PUBLIC FORUM 

Request for a road sweep of the ‘footpath’ along Moult Hill. 

Debris left in fields after RTAs – whose responsibility? 

Water on roads due to blocked gullies. 

21/20 CORRESPONDENCE FOR DISCUSSION 

 LARCL Training days 



 Rupert Matthews -  potential candidate for the role of Police Commissioner asking for views 

of parish council on crime and policing in our area. He had been invited to attend this 

meeting but was unable to do so. Concerns expressed at the meeting about lack of response 

from police on rural matters. 

Chairman to respond in general terms. 

 Introduction letter from Ja’Neen Day LRALC 

 NWLDC  Chief Executive –District and Borough Councils Alliances –Charley will be included in 

the Northern Leicestershire Strategic Alliance which include NWLDC, Melton and 

Charnwood. “The two groupings are not hard lines on a map or formal arrangements but do 

provide an opportunity for councils to come together and work on shared services and 

collaboration” 

 Charnwod Forest Regional Park update, 

 Molly’s Gift Fund 

 Highways – re state of verges due to road works. “Sites are inspected and once road works 

are completed any defects will be raised with Severn Trent Water, this includes  damage to 

verges. Works are continuing on Abbey Road until the end of March. I will raise this as a 

matter of course with Severn Trent but they are unlikely to do remedial  reinstatements until 

after they have completed their works programme.” 

 NWLDC  Community Focus Officer– Personal Safety Training for parish councillors and clerks.  

30th March 2020 

 Valley Police Beat Team – Interactive Rural Event 28th March 2020 at Packington. 

22/20  CLERK’S REPORT AND UPDATES 

This had been incorporated with the previous  items. 

23/20 – COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND COMMENTS 

Councillor Havers expressed her appreciation of 2commune and LARLC for the help given to her 

during Brian’s absence. 

Oaks Fair: Plans are progressing well with about 50 stalls etc so far. There is some concern about the 

consequences of an enforced cancellation as the organisers have not taken out cancellation 

insurance. 

24/20 ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA 

Donation re the defibrillator: Council vacancy: Oaks Fair: Verges; solar park 

25/20  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING   Wednesday 6th May 2020  7 p.m. 

ANNUAL GENERAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING:  Wednesday 6th May  2020  7.30 p.m. 

There being no further business the councillors were thanked by the chairman for their help in the 

meeting and the residents for their loyal support in attending and the meeting closed at 8.50 p.m. 


