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Before  the General and Local Elections in June this year, Councillor John Oakland announced that he intended 

to retire after 39 years of service to Charley Parish. There was only one nomination from the public for the 

vacancy and so Mrs Margaret Pitts was duly elected. At the Parish Council meeting on 20
th

 June it was agreed 

that Councillor Oakland’s service to the Parish should be recognised in a specific way; various gifts were 

suggested but it was felt that a more permanent public recognition should be made, perhaps in the form of a 

Bursary or fund for young members of the parish. The Councillors decided that it would be advisable to ask 

John about his preferences and there will be an update at the next meeting of the Parish council. 

St James the Greater Church, Oaks in Charnwood 

The church will celebrate the 200
th

 anniversary of its dedication on June 15
th

 – the anniversary of the Battle of 

Waterloo. The official service will take place on June 21
st

. There are also several new members of the Parochial 

Church Council who have taken over from long serving members who have recently retired. Mrs Jean Perry has 

spent several months digitising the Church’s baptismal, wedding and death records and these are now 

available on CD or memory stick for family historians. Contact the  Parochial church council members for 

details. 

Mount St Bernard Abbey 

After an interim period as Superior of the Community, Father Erik Varden was elected Abbot in May of this 

year and his official blessing took place on 19
th

 May in front of a large congregation of church dignitaries, 

relatives, friends and local people. In a less formal manner, Brother George celebrated 50 years of Monastic 

Profession on 25
th

 May and received the community staff “to support him in his advancing years”.  

Charley Heritage Group 

Members of the group were saddened by the death of Mr Ken Nicholls in April. He had played a prominent 

role in their work on the Beambender site in St Joseph’s Field. Ken was 92 years old and spent his last weeks in 

Loros in the care of ‘his special nurses’ who had looked after him during a couple of years of day care. It had 

been hoped that Ken’s role in the defence of Britain with RAF 80 Wing  would feature in the BBC2 programme 

“Britain’s Greatest Generation” but his deteriorating health did not permit it. 

The Group presented a display at the Oaks Spring Fair on “St James the Greater Church: 200 Years of Faith, 

Fellowship and Ministry”. There had been an excellent response to appeals for photographs etc and there 

were a great many exclamations of surprise when people saw themselves pictured in bygone years. The Spring 

Fair was  a great success with huge crowds attending and enjoying themselves  and a valuable demonstration 

of a local community working together.  

The Oaks Tennis Club 

The Club will celebrate its 40
th

 anniversary this year.  There are now over 80 members who play on very good 

courts and a thriving junior section which meets on Sundays at 10 a.m.  For further details see 

www.oakstennis.co.uk 

Generally......... 

There have been a lot of questions and comments about grass cutting – or the lack of it. The financial cut-

backs mean that there are fewer staff with a wider area to tend. It is very noticeable in Charley that some 

residents are themselves  cutting the verges in front of their property and this does enhance the area and gives 



the parish a cared for appearance. Thank you to them – and thank you also to those of you who regularly pick 

up the litter deposited by those who hurtle down our country lanes having consumed their evening meal en 

route. Perhaps a debate is needed about trying to plant up the wider areas of grass with wild flower mixtures 

so that, even uncut, the verges will be attractive – to bees as well as to the human eye. A public ‘thank you’ 

must also be offered to the team of litter pickers from North West Leicestershire District Council who cleaned 

the length of Abbey Road in February in the most appalling weather conditions. 

 

Erosion of verges...... this is a post winter problem and again exacerbated by the funding cuts at County Hall. 

The particularly bad spots at Nanpantan/Charley Road; Charley Road into Oaks Road; Oaks Road by Drybrook 

Farm have been reported and some have already been roughly infilled but please feel free to make  an 

additional complaint on highwayscustomerservices@leics.gov.uk or telephone 0116 305 0001. These  holes 

constitute a particular hazard to motor cyclist and cyclists of whom there is an increasing number riding 

through the parish. 

Story of St. Joseph’s Tearoom (From Anthony Grimley) 

 Who would have thought that what started as a summer holiday project, to keep the kids busy would turn into a 

thriving local enterprise. A few years ago the Grimley family began baking and selling scones from a 

wheelbarrow at the end of their lane. The scones had little pots of jam and butter with them and there was an 

‘honesty box’ for people to pay. Lots of people came and bought them and then started coming up to the house 

to ask if they could do cups of tea too. 

The family put up a small marquee in the garden and started doing teas and cakes for cyclists, people out 

walking and visitors to nearby Mount Saint Bernard Abbey. One afternoon they were surprised when a coach 

rolled up the drive and the driver asked if they could do tea for thirty plus elderly ladies. It was all hands to the  

pump, but they managed much to everyone’s relief. People began asking them to continue with the teas when the 

weather started getting colder. So they moved indoors and St. Joseph’s Tearoom was born. 

The idea for doing scones came from ‘when I were a lad’ Grandad Kevin said. ‘My mum used to bring me to the 

Abbey and she was sad there was nowhere to go for a cuppa afterwards. She always said there should be 

someone doing Cream Teas up near the monastery.’ Well there is now! 

 St. Joseph’s Tearoom moved to Abbey Grange at the end of 2011 and continues to flourish, with an array of 

delicious homemade snacks, scones and cakes. There are also Handmade Crafts for sale, many of them made by 

local people. Mum, Carey, now runs the tearoom with help from family and friends and also providing work for 

local people and the kids.  

 St Joseph’s has become more than just a Tearoom. It is a barrierless place and with its ethos of offering 

hospitality and a listening ear when necessary, it is seen by its ‘Regulars’ as somewhere safe and peaceful to 

come to. May your time here be enjoyable 

 (Any Charley resident visiting the tearoom before September and  showing their newlestter will be given 20% 

discount) 

Dates for Meetings; 

July 1
st

 ; September 2
nd

;November 4
th

 – Everyone welcome to attend 

Brian Duncombe, Clerk: 01530 831383          

 www.leicestershireparishcouncils.org/charley 
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