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Parish Council Elections 2015 

The Parish Councils Elections are due to be held in 2015 and in past years Councillors have been 

automatically re-elected  as no new names were  proposed . Whilst all seem to agree that the present 

Council is run efficiently and in the best interests of Charley,  it is preferable that Councillors do not serve 

too long a period in office. The present  Councillors would like to see fresh faces on the Council and  

would welcome new candidates for election. Do please consider if you could be one of these new 

candidates; it is not a demanding role in terms of time and no prior knowledge of local government is 

required as training is provided. I am willing to meet and discuss the role with you before any commitment 

is made to submitting your name for election. 

Brian Duncombe,  

Clerk. 

 

The Oaks Spring Fair 

We have been informed that the Oaks Spring Fair will be held again in 2015 on May 25
th
 – Bank Holiday 

Monday. The 2014 fair was a great success and this next promises  to be even better. If you wish to hold a 

stall or provide any attraction, please contact Charlotte Froggatt  via Councillor Richard Froggatt. 

Oaks Tennis Club 

The Oaks Tennis Club is only a small friendly club based in a rural setting at Oaks in Charnwood between 

Coalville, Shepshed and Loughborough. We have three painted asphalt tennis courts with floodlighting to  

one court. Our clubhouse offers kitchen facilities as well as changing rooms with showers. 2015 will be 

our 80th birthday with celebratory events being planned. We run junior coaching sessions with a LTA 

registered coach on Sunday mornings from Easter and have both men’s and ladies teams in the 

Leicestershire League. We offer various membership categories from junior, intermediate, adult and family 

as well as social and past members. New members are always welcome and during the season our club 

nights are well attended by members of all abilities! Do not be put off by thinking you cannot play – try it, 

you might be surprised! For more details go to our website www.oakstennis.co.uk or contact our Secretary 

at Secretary@OaksTennis.co.uk  

Charley Heritage Group 

The Group completed their Heritage Lottery funded work on the ‘Beambender’ story in October this year – 

on time and within the budget! Many residents and visitors attended the first major event, the  Heritage 

Open Day in September 2013 despite the miserable weather that weekend. The ATC (Coalville) Squadron 

impressed everyone with their presence and skills, Andrew Bridgen, MP for NW Leicestershire attended 

and paid many compliments on the organisation and dedication to telling this story; the technology used in 

employing the beams in WW2 was demonstrated by the Loughborough Amateur  Radio Club’s model 

aeroplane and directional radio beams while the radio enthusiasts made contact with others across the 

world as far away as Siberia. The Group had a prominent stand at the Leicestershire Archaeological and 

History Fair in February and gave  presentations during the course of the event. A double DVD produced 

by the Group   tells a definitive story of the German and British technologies of attack and defence by 

http://www.oakstennis.co.uk/
mailto:Secretary@OaksTennis.co.uk


radio beams as well as recounting our local part in the defence of Britain. You may have noticed an 

impressive boulder in St Joseph’s Field which now marks the site for posterity and which was unveiled by 
Mr Ken Nicholls who was a member of RAF 80 Wing stationed there during the war years. The DVD is 

available from any member of Charley Heritage Group. 

Local Farms 

It is very  sad to note that three of our local farms, Drybrook Farm, the Monastery Farm and Lubcloud 

Farm, have ceased their milk production because of the persistent downturn in the price of milk. Many  

Charley residents purchased their milk directly from these farms and are now forced into buying from 

supermarkets. We extend our sincere sympathy and wish these farmers success in their new ventures. If 

you are committed to buying as locally as possible Larry Hill, Dairyman from Shepshed  has sourced farm 

produced milk from Derbyshire which can just about be classed as ‘local’ and he delivers in  Charley. He 

can also supply locally produced meat and other produce. 

 

Septic Tanks 

The Environment Agency is at present working on proposals for reforming the regulation of small sewage 

discharges from septic tanks. This discussion has been on-going for some time and to date we have not 

been able to access any specific information affecting this area. The Agency assures those who rely on 

septic tanks that they will be informed “with plenty of notice” if they need to take action. It may be  a 

cause for concern that many of the properties in Charley are reliant on old septic tanks which were built for 

a smaller population  using less water  and producing less waste  than the present!  

A nice little post-Christmas job to give your tank a quick survey? 

If you don’t fancy that....... 

 

National Forest 

The National Forest is looking for new ways of maintaining local woodlands and the 20 hectare site at 

Swannimote Road is under consideration. Leasing the wood is one suggestion  either to an organisation or 

individual and it has been proposed that a walk around the wood with Officers from the National Forest 

would be a good way of generating creative thoughts. The date suggested is Saturday, 3
rd

 January 2015 at 

10.30 a.m. meeting in Swannimote Road and finishing in a local pub for a snack lunch. This is very much 

at the  exploratory stage of the idea but if you are interested in coming on the walk, please contact the 

Clerk as soon as possible. Numbers will be limited. 

 

Please see the Parish Council website, www.leicestershireparishcouncils.org/charley for Meetings 

calendars, Planning applications and other local news. If you do not have computer access and need 

information please do not hesitate to contact the Clerk to Charley Parish council, Mr Brian Duncombe on 

01530 831383 preferably between the hours of 4 and 6 p.m. 

 

 

The Clerk and Councillors of Charley Parish wish you all a Happy and Peaceful Christmas 

and good health in 2015. 

 

http://www.leicestershireparishcouncils.org/charley
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Before  the General and Local Elections in June this year, Councillor John Oakland announced that he intended 

to retire after 39 years of service to Charley Parish. There was only one nomination from the public for the 

vacancy and so Mrs Margaret Pitts was duly elected. At the Parish Council meeting on 20
th

 June it was agreed 

that Councillor Oakland’s service to the Parish should be recognised in a specific way; various gifts were 

suggested but it was felt that a more permanent public recognition should be made, perhaps in the form of a 

Bursary or fund for young members of the parish. The Councillors decided that it would be advisable to ask 

John about his preferences and there will be an update at the next meeting of the Parish council. 

St James the Greater Church, Oaks in Charnwood 

The church will celebrate the 200
th

 anniversary of its dedication on June 15
th

 – the anniversary of the Battle of 

Waterloo. The official service will take place on June 21
st

. There are also several new members of the Parochial 

Church Council who have taken over from long serving members who have recently retired. Mrs Jean Perry has 

spent several months digitising the Church’s baptismal, wedding and death records and these are now 

available on CD or memory stick for family historians. Contact the  Parochial church council members for 

details. 

Mount St Bernard Abbey 

After an interim period as Superior of the Community, Father Erik Varden was elected Abbot in May of this 

year and his official blessing took place on 19
th

 May in front of a large congregation of church dignitaries, 

relatives, friends and local people. In a less formal manner, Brother George celebrated 50 years of Monastic 

Profession on 25
th

 May and received the community staff “to support him in his advancing years”.  

Charley Heritage Group 

Members of the group were saddened by the death of Mr Ken Nicholls in April. He had played a prominent 

role in their work on the Beambender site in St Joseph’s Field. Ken was 92 years old and spent his last weeks in 

Loros in the care of ‘his special nurses’ who had looked after him during a couple of years of day care. It had 

been hoped that Ken’s role in the defence of Britain with RAF 80 Wing  would feature in the BBC2 programme 

“Britain’s Greatest Generation” but his deteriorating health did not permit it. 

The Group presented a display at the Oaks Spring Fair on “St James the Greater Church: 200 Years of Faith, 

Fellowship and Ministry”. There had been an excellent response to appeals for photographs etc and there 

were a great many exclamations of surprise when people saw themselves pictured in bygone years. The Spring 

Fair was  a great success with huge crowds attending and enjoying themselves  and a valuable demonstration 

of a local community working together.  

The Oaks Tennis Club 

The Club will celebrate its 40
th

 anniversary this year.  There are now over 80 members who play on very good 

courts and a thriving junior section which meets on Sundays at 10 a.m.  For further details see 

www.oakstennis.co.uk 

Generally......... 

There have been a lot of questions and comments about grass cutting – or the lack of it. The financial cut-

backs mean that there are fewer staff with a wider area to tend. It is very noticeable in Charley that some 

residents are themselves  cutting the verges in front of their property and this does enhance the area and gives 



the parish a cared for appearance. Thank you to them – and thank you also to those of you who regularly pick 

up the litter deposited by those who hurtle down our country lanes having consumed their evening meal en 

route. Perhaps a debate is needed about trying to plant up the wider areas of grass with wild flower mixtures 

so that, even uncut, the verges will be attractive – to bees as well as to the human eye. A public ‘thank you’ 

must also be offered to the team of litter pickers from North West Leicestershire District Council who cleaned 

the length of Abbey Road in February in the most appalling weather conditions. 

Erosion of verges...... this is a post winter problem and again exacerbated by the funding cuts at County Hall. 

The particularly bad spots at Nanpantan/Charley Road; Charley Road into Oaks Road; Oaks Road by Drybrook 

Farm have been reported and some have already been roughly infilled but please feel free to make  an 

additional complaint on highwayscustomerservices@leics.gov.uk or telephone 0116 305 0001. These  holes 

constitute a particular hazard to motor cyclist and cyclists of whom there is an increasing number riding 

through the parish. 

Story of St. Joseph’s Tearoom (From Anthony Grimley) 

 Who would have thought that what started as a summer holiday project, to keep the kids busy 

would turn into a thriving local enterprise. A few years ago the Grimley family began baking and 

selling scones from a wheelbarrow at the end of their lane. The scones had little pots of jam and 

butter with them and there was an ‘honesty box’ for people to pay. Lots of people came and 

bought them and then started coming up to the house to ask if they could do cups of tea too. 

The family put up a small marquee in the garden and started doing teas and cakes for cyclists, 

people out walking and visitors to nearby Mount Saint Bernard Abbey. One afternoon they were 

surprised when a coach rolled up the drive and the driver asked if they could do tea for thirty 

plus elderly ladies. It was all hands to the pump, but they managed much to everyone’s relief. 

People began asking them to continue with the teas when the weather started getting colder. So 

they moved indoors and St. Joseph’s Tearoom was born. 

The idea for doing scones came from ‘when I were a lad’ Grandad Kevin said. ‘My mum used to 

bring me to the Abbey and she was sad there was nowhere to go for a cuppa afterwards. She 

always said there should be someone doing Cream Teas up near the monastery.’ Well there is 

now! 

 St. Joseph’s Tearoom moved to Abbey Grange at the end of 2011 and continues to flourish, with 

an array of delicious homemade snacks, scones and cakes. There are also Handmade Crafts for 

sale, many of them made by local people. Mum, Carey, now runs the tearoom with help from 

family and friends and also providing work for local people and the kids.  

 St Joseph’s has become more than just a Tearoom. It is a barrierless place and with its ethos 

of offering hospitality and a listening ear when necessary, it is seen by its ‘Regulars’ as 

somewhere safe and peaceful to come to. 

 May your time here be enjoyable 

Dates for Meetings; 

July 1
st

 ; September 2
nd

;November 4
th

 – Everyone welcome to attend 

Brian Duncombe, Clerk: 01530 831383          www.leicestershireparishcouncils.org/charley 

mailto:highwayscustomerservices@leics.gov.uk


 

 


