
 Charley Parish Council 
 Minutes of Charley Parish Council Meeting on the 5th May 2021. 
 Meeting held via Zoom – virtually. 
 

 

 

Present at the meeting:  Cllr Havers (Chairman), Cllr Bailey (Vice-Chairman), Cllr Halliday. 

Also present: The Clerk. 

 

113/2021 – To Elect the Chairman: 

Cllr M Havers was elected as Chairman and signed the Declaration of 

Acceptance of Office. 

114/2021 – To Elect Vice Chairman: 

Cllr R Bailey was elected as Vice- Chairman. 

115/2021 - To receive apologies for absence: 

  No apologies. 

The resignation of Cllr Howard was noted as of the 22nd of April 2021.  The 

Chairman expressed thanks to Cllr Howard for the work put in at Charley 

Parish Council. 

116/2021 - To receive Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests on items included 

on the agenda: 

  No declarations received. 

117/2021 - To receive and approve the minutes from the meeting held on the 3rd March 

2021: 

The minutes from the 3rd March 2021 were Authorised as a true record of the 

meetings and signed by the Chairman who will return the hard copies to the 

Clerk in due course (COVID-19 procedure). 

118/2021 - Public participation session – maximum 10 mins: 

  No public participation.  No public present. 

119/2021 – Update on Litter picking in Charley Parish: 

The Chairman gave an update on the efforts of the local litter pickers 

(Wombles & Shepshed litter pickers).  The Council gave a huge thanks to the 

efforts and a letter of thanks will be sent. 

120/2021 - Update on Newhurst incinerator liaison committee: 

A written report was submitted and issues with the background papers.  This 

was noted by Councillors. 

121/2021 – Environmental working group updates and recommendations: 

Verbal updates were given on the recent meetings regarding Environmental 

issues.  For the Full report please see Appendix 1 – attached to the minutes. 
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Further discussions took place on Air pollution and Traffic through Charley 

and the increase seen.  A traffic count was recommended to Council as the 

last one was in 2017.  This would be requested once COVID restrictions are 

lifted.  A Tree Warden was recommended to Council.  The Chairman would 

like to record her thanks to the Councillors involved and Parishioner.  

Resolution:  A Volunteer was recommended – MR D Halliday for the 

position of Tree warden on a Voluntary basis.  Resolved to accept – 

unanimous. 

122/2021 - To receive an update on the maintenance of 5 x benches and 1 x notice 

board in the Parish: 

The Chairman gave an update on the state of the benches and notice boards.  

All were structurally safe. 

 

123/2021 - In response to the remote meeting legislation expiring on the 7th May 2021 

and in the event that it is not possible to convene a meeting of the council in a 

reasonable time, the Clerk shall have delegated authority to make decisions on behalf of 

the council where such decision cannot reasonably be deferred and must be made in 

order to comply with a commercial or statutory deadline. The delegation does not extend 

to matters expressly reserved to the council in legislation or in its Standing Orders or 

Financial Regulations. Any decisions made under this delegation must be recorded in 

writing and must be published in accordance with the relevant regulations. This 

delegated authority ceases upon the first meeting of the council after the council meeting 

at which the delegation was put in place: 

  Resolution: Approved – unanimous.  

 

124/2021 – To review the following policies: 

a. Financial Regulations – Approved. 

b. Standing Orders – Approved. 

c. Risk Assessment – Approved. 

d. Code of Conduct – Approved. 

e. Complaint’s procedure – Approved. 

f. Equality policy – Approved.  

g. Statement of Controls policy – Approved. 

h. Disciplinary and Grievance policy – Approved. 

i. Training policy – Approved. 

 

125/2021 - Finances 

a) To approve the Schedule of payment for May 2021 Totalling £1034.39 – see 

attached Payments Schedule for full details – Approved. 

b) To approve the monthly bank statements for 2021 – Approved. 

c) To approve the monthly bank reconciliation – Approved. 

d) Approve the end year accounts – Approved. 
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e) To receive and note the internal audit report – Approved. 

f) Approve exemption certificate for external audit – Approved. 

g) To discuss, approve and sign the 2020-21 AGAR – Approved. 

h) To discuss the Chairman allowance and approve for 2021-22 – Resolution: To 

increase the Chairman allowance to £300.00. 

 

126/2021 – Clerk’s report 

  No updates. 

 

127/2021 - Chairman’s and Councillor updates – (for information purposes) 

The Chairman updated on the COVID contact within the Parish, this has lessened 

recently but some isolated people have wanted to keep this going.  3 deaths have 

been reported since the last meeting, condolences to the families.  The Council 

wished to thank the Clerk for the hard work over the last 12 months. 

128/2021 - To approve Locum Clerk Contract of Employment until March 2022. 

Resolution: Approved – unanimously.   

129/2021 - Note date of next meeting: 

7th July 2021 – Depending on COVID restrictions – updates will be available on the 

website. 

 

130/2021 - Meeting close: 

20.10 pm. 

Finances: 

Charley Parish Council March Schedule of Payments. 
Approves on 5th May 2021. 
 

 

1) Clerk Salary - £416.00 – Cheque number 000 

2) HMRC – Tac/NI – £104.00 - Cheque number 000 

3) LRALC – Membership - £142.39 – Cheque number 000 

4) 2Commune – Website subs - £372.00 – Cheque number 000 

Total payments £1034.39 

 

Appendix 1 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE AND CHARLEY PARISH 

At the meeting of Charley Parish Council on 3rd March 2021 it was resolved to set up a working party 

to look at the issue of  climate change in relation to the parish. Councillors Havers, Howard and 

Halliday and resident Valerie Johnson met virtually for 7 weeks for  discussions under the headings 
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Energy; Pollution; Biodiversity. Other residents gave verbal contributions. The brief was to take a 

snapshot of where Charley stood (pre-Covid) and  

a. to consider  Charley residents’ consumption of resources in and the impact on climate change 

b. To consider how Charley residents are impacted by the consumption and emissions of other people 

c. To consider the impact made on Charley by external factors 

The sources of data are  supplied where known, otherwise from local  knowledge or  experience. 

Charley is situated in North West Leicestershire, its boundary  irregular and 

poorly defined except for the course of the Blackbrook to the north  flowing  into   the Blackbrook 

Reservoir with Charley’s parish boundary marked through the middle. There are 75  scattered 

properties, with 181 residents *(2019 Electoral Roll)   over the age of 18 (of whom  22 are monks in 

the  Cistercian Abbey of Our Lady and St Bernard) and an Anglican church, St James the Greater,  with 

a church hall well used for community activities. There are fewer than 15 people under the age of 18. 

The majority of houses are of 19th century construction but have been significantly modernised. Five  

properties are Grade ll listed and two on the NWLDC list of Heritage Assets. Sites of Special Scientific 

Interest (SSSI) are on land owned by the LRWT and land around the Reservoir and the water within it. 

There is no gas supply, no public transport  and no shops or facilities  within the parish.  New small 

local enterprises  provide a limited range of  sustainably sourced food, locally produced crafts  and 

there is  a Tea Room and a tennis club. 

 The M1 motorway runs through the parish and a  diversion plan re-routes traffic through the parish 

in the event of the motorway closure:  Nanpantan Road and Whitwick Road are heavily trafficked  B 

roads, the former being part of the diversion route. Abbey Road, Oaks Road and Charley Road are 

unclassified roads  used by motorists to gain   quick access to neighbouring towns and in 2019 a 50 

mph speed limit was introduced in response to expressed concerns. 

 Farming is the main land use and loosely defined as ‘industries’ are Scania Vehicle training, Ridgefield 

Enterprises; Spring Farm Training Centre; Burleighs Gin; MSB beer. 500 words 

ENERGY 

We all use energy every day. Reducing energy consumption, and using cleaner energy, i.e. that which 

does not pollute the atmosphere when produced, are key contributory factors towards maintaining a 

healthier planet. 

For the purpose of this exercise (document/newsletter) certain assumptions have been made  about 

Charley parish based on the location and situation of properties. 

Most properties rely on either electricity,  LPG (liquid petroleum gas) or oil for heating, often with a 

wood burning stove or open fire as back up. 

Most properties within the parish have been upgraded or renovated. Double glazing, improved 

insulation, and more efficient central heating systems all contribute to better Standard Assessment 

Procedure (SAP) ratings, as detailed by a property’s EPC or energy performance certificate. 

Wind turbines are in use on two sites, and several properties have solar panels installed.  

Internet/Wi-Fi provision is poor and 4G signal is patchy throughout the parish. 
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Energy consumption in Charley is most likely to be the greatest in what we have loosely called 

‘industries’ in the parish. 

Small business with fewer than 250 employees in Leicester and Leicestershire may be able to apply 

for a grant to generate carbon savings . Check www.greenbelle.org.uk  for  details. 

As individuals what can we do to help? 

Check our carbon footprint. 

https://footprint.wwf.org.uk/ 

http://carboncalculator.co.uk/ 

Ecological Footprint Calculator 

Check that our energy suppliers provide clean energy. 

Switching your energy supplier - Energy Saving Trust 

POLLUTION 
Many homes in the parish use wood burning stoves as additional heating . 

 As from 2022 all new wood burning stoves will need to conform to the recommendations set out in 

the Clean Air Act. 

As individuals what can we do to help? 

Ensure that any new purchase of a wood burning stove conforms to the requirements  of  

the Clean Air Act. 

Burn the right type of wood, preferably with less than 20% moisture content. 

All properties in the parish discharge sewage and waste into  septic  tanks. 

As of the 1 January 2020, existing septic tanks that currently discharge directly to surface water (ditch, 

stream or river) will no longer be able to and must upgrade.  

Septic tanks  installed before 1983 predate the British Standard  System and do not have to meet the 

above British Standard. However, all systems must be properly maintained and function correctly, and 

for the avoidance of doubt, all systems, regardless of age, have to comply with the General Binding 

Rules. For any system, again regardless of age, leaks, cracked or blocked pipes and any other issue 

must be investigated and repaired as necessary by a competent person. If a system is beyond repair, 

it must be replaced with one that meets currents BS standards.  

  Building Regulation Approval and possibly planning permission may have to be sought. 

http://www.gov.uk/permits-you-need-for-septic-tankshttps:// 

 

Nitrate Vulnerable Zones (NVZs) are areas designated as being at risk from agricultural nitrate 

pollution. They include about 55% of land in England. (DEFRA). Part of Charley Parish falls within 

such a zone. 

http://www.greenbelle.org.uk/
https://footprint.wwf.org.uk/
http://carboncalculator.co.uk/
http://www.footprintcalculator.org/
https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/advice/switching-your-energy-supplier/
http://www.gov.uk/permits-you-need-for-septic-tankshttps:/
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Information can be found at https://environment.data.gov.uk/farmers/ 

 

Air Pollution is a key element to causing the climate emergency.  

In Charley Parish there is  an Air Quality Monitoring Area, recorded by North West Leicestershire 

District Council, at Copt Oak, east of the motorway.  This indicates that the levels of Nitrogen Dioxide 

(NO2) are below the WHO level of 40ug/m3 but are still high at 27.32ug/m3.  These levels will reduce 

over time with  the increase in electric/hybrid cars.   

The website below for the British Lung Foundation (you can enter the postcode for the area)  will tell 

you that in Charley the level is 8.63ug/m3 which is under the World Health Organisation (WHO) level 

of 10ug/m3.  It confirms that North West Leicestershire DC ranked 10 out of 317 councils for 

background concentrations of PM2.5 ambient air pollution.   

https://www.blf.org.uk/taskforce/data-tracker/air-quality/no2 

Nitrogen dioxide (NO2) is one of a group of gases called nitrogen oxides. Road transport is 

estimated to be responsible for about 50% of total emissions of nitrogen oxides, which means 

that nitrogen dioxide levels are highest close to busy roads and in large urban areas 

 

Newhurst  Incinerator 

 An Energy from Waste incinerator about to commission in June 2023 at the junction 23 of the M1 

and the Pm2.5 particulates at this junction are currently over the WHO limit as recorded in Biffa’s Air 

quality Risk Assessment at 11.8ug/m3. The site below shows you the projected plume from the 

incinerator as it affects the area and pollution levels.   

https://plumeplotter.com/newhurst/ 

Newhurst’s own website gives full details of the present work and future plans   for the incinerator 

on   Newhurst Energy-from-Waste (covanta.com) 

PM stands for particulate matter (also called particle pollution): the term for a mixture of solid 

particles and liquid droplets found in the air. Some particles, such as dust, dirt, soot, or smoke, 

are large or dark enough to be seen with the naked eye.1 Oct 2020 

 

PM2. 5 refers to the atmospheric particulate matter that has a diameter of less than 2.5 

micrometres, which is about 3% of the diameter of human hair. ... These are smaller than PM10 

particles. PM10 are the particles with a diameter of 10 micrometers and they are also called fine 

particles.11 Jun 2018 

 

TRAFFIC 

Roads in and through the parish were mentioned earlier. 

https://environment.data.gov.uk/farmers/
https://www.blf.org.uk/taskforce/data-tracker/air-quality/no2
https://plumeplotter.com/newhurst/
https://info.covanta.com/newhurst#abouttheproject
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The absence of shops and services in Charley mean that the  181 residents are  reliant on their  own 

transport for work and daily needs. It s probable that most homes have more than one vehicle and 

may perhaps  be planning to invest in electric or hybrid in the future.  

The volume and speed of traffic through the parish have  been  the subject of   constant complaints 

for many years and meetings have been held with both the Police and Highways Department.  

In 2017 Highways Engineers Department conducted a manual survey of traffic through the Charley 

Road/Iveshead Road  junction from 7 a.m. to 19.00. 

5906 vehicles were counted.  

The Parish is within the National Forest and recognised as attractive countryside attracting many 

visitors. The main destinations are the Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust, Mount St Bernard 

Abbey,  the Scout Camp at Oaks in Charnwood  and the Oaks Tennis Club.  No record is kept of the 

number of visitors from outside the parish but all are dependent on private transport. 

LITTER AND FLY TIPPING 

A particular form of pollution is evident on road verges in Charley by the amount of rubbish thrown 

from  vehicles passing through the parish . Fly tipping also  pollutes and causes distress to residents 

especially when rubbish is deposited over the field walls onto private land.  

Several residents clear litter from the area near their property and the Parish Council thanks them. 

A special thanks must be given to Shepshed Litter Pickers and Coalville Wombles who are generous 

in clearing rubbish from our roads. 

 

BIODIVERSITY 

Biodiversity  is the whole of the natural world, plants, animals, insects, fungi and micro organisms and their 
habitats. 
It matters because it forms the balance that is needed for survival, the air we breathe, the food we eat and 
the energy we use. 
 
 Charley Parish’s landscape   is mainly agricultural with limited business and residential units. 
Road verges on Abbey Road are narrow, wider  on Oaks Road and Charley Road  but eroded in places by 
vehicles parking on them.  
They are not eligible for  verge planting schemes but the junction of Abbey Road/Oaks Road provides a 
wider expanse of grass. 
Some verges are maintained by Leicestershire County Council. 
The M1 motorway bisects  the parish and traffic is heavy on the through roads. 
 
 
Biodiversity benefits: 

fields are bounded by dry stone walls or old hedgerows, both valuable for wildlife.  
 the area is well wooded  with old woodlands and two new plantations of the 20th century.  
 two landowners have planted belts of trees along fields  adjacent to heavily trafficked roads to 
help absorb polluting fumes. 
the Blackbrook Reservoir  -  a Site of Special Scientific Interest 
Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust – Site of Special Scientific Interest and World Geological 
Site 
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water courses flow from the higher ground at the south east of the parish into the Blackbrook and 
thence into the Blackbrook Reservoir.  
four substantial  ponds  maintained by the landowners. 
four churchyards in Charley are potential havens for wildlife. 
 
The above are maintained  by landowners and church authorities. 
 

How can we as individuals  protect biodiversity in Charley? 
 

Be aware, look at our own gardens /land and  plant to encourage insects; 
leave wood to rot, leaves for protection over winter. 
respect our verges they can harbour some interesting plants that are not encouraged by parking 
on them. 
help bats and other animals by limiting light pollution; 
value the hedgerows that so many species rely on for the food and shelter they provide; 
monitor pesticide use carefully; 
protect wet areas as a valuable resource. 

 
Enhance and manage 

put up bird/bat boxes, 
   encourage wildlife corridors making sure that any changes do not interrupt these corridors. 

replace mature trees as they die. 
plant with habitat in mind. 

 
Challenges 
Challenges not too far in the future include  more traffic on rural roads, the unknown impact of the 
Newhurst quarry incinerator on air quality and the ongoing problem of urban creep and the light pollution 
it brings. 
 
How could Charley Parish Council help? 
 

1. Ask for further provision for air quality monitoring. 
2. Contact www.impact.org.uk for details about their research in Charley.  
3. Write a detailed letter to Highways Department with concerns about the condition of our roads; 

M1 re-routing and Newhurst ?Incinerator traffic; Quarry vehicles; quote NWLDC Local plan re 
villages and rural settlements; ask for  a traffic count citing increased housing  development around 
the boundaries of Charley  (when lockdown is over) 

4. Look to appoint a Tree Warden to take an active  and advisory role in the provision and 
management of trees in the parish. 

5. Liaise with  farmers to take advantage of the The Changing Landscape Scheme (open until the  
end of May 2021) sgreenhouse@nationalforest.org.  Leicestershire County Council is also 
working with the Woodland Trust to obtain free trees for farmers and landowners. (Leicester 
Matters Spring 2021) 

6.  Invite residents to collaborate with a Parish Tree Planting Scheme to take advantage of 
autumn offers of free trees – Plant a Tree for Each Resident would be a worthwhile aim. 

7. Aim to build a record of biodiversity in the parish by Including  a biodiversity page on the 
Council’s website and encourage residents to contribute photographs. 

8. Publish much of this report as a newsletter for each household with the aim of delivering it 
personally to generate a response. 

9. Contact LCC re Broadband provision in Charley. 
10. Look at Shire Grants Criteria to see if we could get funding for bat boxes, bird boxes; .trees etc 
11. Direct contact with local businesses re carbon savings grants at www.greenbelle.org.uk 

http://www.impact.org.uk/
mailto:sgreenhouse@nationalforest.org
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For inclusion in the  newsletter - 

Many years ago  an extensive   record  of natural life  in Charley was made    and this gives location 
details. We have a copy of this  and the Council is willing to extract the information for anyone  
interested in knowing what was listed in or near  their property/area in the past and   to   find out 
the present situation with a view to update the record. 

LCC communication - Leicestershire Residents Invited to Carbon Literacy Courses  

A local community group is inviting Leicestershire residents to engage in a days’ worth of learning 

about the climate crisis and the ways in which individuals and communities can tackle it, having 

received a grant from Leicestershire Council.  The first two courses will run in May and June. Anyone 

living, working and/or studying in Leicestershire is welcome to sign up: 

www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/transition-loughborough-17009317560 

MANAGEMENT  is KEY to any project undertaken. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/transition-loughborough-17009317560

